GASPE OF YESTERDAY

DANTEL SULLIVAN

SENTENCE OF DEATH

MARCH 1866

Court of Queen's Bench sitting
at New Carlisle, Bonaventure Co.,

Québec. Mr.Justice Winter.

Church Council on Justice and Comections
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SENTENCE OF DEATH

- The yellowing paper and fading ink
Rl -ﬁt"y\! of its handwriting shows the one

/ 7 '
'fﬂé:au«érb”’éaau) /7udJ“ hundred and thirty years age of the
: } Court document that sentenced Daniel

Sullivan to death at New Carlisle in
g March,1866.The presiding Judge of
the Court of Queen's Bench for the

‘ {204 criminal trial was Mr.Justice Winter,

v . the Sheriff of Bonaventure County at
«lQaambngz ‘ ’éggb;b~6b1v : that time, Martin Sheppard, N.P. and
- ‘ the Clerk of the Crown, F.D.Gauvreau:
% Q/// x Yet, despite its age, this document

6¢,,/ e not only recalls but brings into
/FJ sharp focus the sad fate of Daniel

Aé/ 29%.__ : | Sullivan.

This recall is not exclusive to
"GASPE OF YESTERDAY" for in 1977
it was included in "THE HISTORY OF
e - o NEW CARLISLE" prepared by students
C ' : under a Canada Youth Program. In a
section devoted to "EVENTS OF THE
PAST ONE HUNDRED YEARS" was “THE
HANGING OF DANIEL SULLIVAN".
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e In the belief that this rather unique
. B E ; _ and dramatic events of Gaspesia's
ﬁi'  £ S T past is again worthy of recall, the
| R actual text of the handwritten
L SENTENCE OF DEATH and the account of

««..-" "*’—"-"' e

65 s é;;k "THE HANGING OF DANIEL SULLIVAN" are
ié:g}’ JWﬁQizﬂ) included in "GASPE OF YESTERDAY".
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THE CASE OF DANIEL SULLIVAN

Sometime during the early months of 1866, the exact date is un-
known, a fight took place aboard a ship anchored at Paspebiac. In
this struggle between two sailors, one of them, a man by the name of
Michael O'Brien was wounded and a few days later he was found dead.
The other sailor, Daniel Sullivan, was arrested, tried in court and
sentenced to hang for the murder of O'Brien. '

Despite a petition asking that the case be reconsidered, the

decision of the court stood and on March I6, 1866 a crowd of more than

2,000 people gathered at the courthouse of New Carlisle to witness
the hanging of Daniel Sullivan.

The following is taken from documents concerning the case of the
accused Daniel Sullivan.

Montreal, Juesday, 6 March 1866
Preaent
Hia Excellancy,
The Governor General
In Council

Hia Excellancy laid before the Council, the
Report and Evidence taken by Mr. Quatice lWinter in
the case of Daniel Sullivan, who was tried before
him at the Court of Queen's Bench{Crown Side) in
the Jown .of New Carlisle, the District of Gaspé,

' Zo:z the murder of one Michael O'Brien, and having

een-convicted thereof waas sentenced to Death, Such
sentence to be carried out, excecution on Friday,
the sixteenth day of March, 1866.

Hia Excellancy alao laid before the Council
4;.0540.{ petitiona 3@:» M»inhabdam o§ gze ﬁuﬁ/uot
o &, prayd or {he exercise of Ko emenc
i Javon of the thove named Diniel Sullinen. ?

The ctrcumatances of the case having been fully
conaidered by Hia Excellancy in Council, together
with the Report of the Solicitor General cdverse to
the commutation of the aaid sentence.

Wia Excellancy waa pleased to order, and it ia
hereby ordered that the Sentence of Deathe a0 passed
on the said conviet Daniel Sullivan be a,l/t'.oweczD to

take it's course.

-
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Province of Carada

?Mv&otfoé Gaapé 0 In '/t/zé Cz;lm,t of
ounty o Bonaventure ueen’'a Bench aitting at
! New Carlisle

On the {ifteenth day of March one thouaand
eight hundred and arxty-aix

Present:
Fhe Honorable
Mr. Guatice Winter
Domina Regina .
va - On verdict of
Daniel Sullivan Wil ful Murder

After the usual proclamation calling ailence,
and the Cletk of the Crown having, aa reguired by
daw, asked the scid Daniel Sullivan, whether he
hath anything to acy why the sentence of death
should not be prounounced againat him.

And the aaid Daniel Sullivan answering that he
hath nothing to aay. but puts hbmzlj upon the mercy
of Ner Majeaty the Queen, being without protection
and {ar away }mm hia native land.

Whereupon the Court provouncea the following
judgement and sentence -~ Jhe sentence oé the Court
which isa that of the law, ia that, you Danied (ox
by whatever name you may be cajj_edg be taken {rom
4‘.24'/1 place to the Common Jaol o this County wherein
you have hitherto been detained and there remain
wntil the sixteenth day of the month of March next -
that on the aaid day, you be thence taken to the
place which shall be prepared for the final
exceculion of this sentence and that then and there
you be hanged by the neck, until you are dead -

and may the Load Almighty have mercy upon

your aoul.

By the Court :
(aigned) 7.D. Gauvrean

9, the undersigned Clerk of the Crown in and
o2 the County of Bonaventure in the District of
Gapé, do hereby certify the above to be a true
copy of a part of the proceedings and sentence of
death, had in the above case and duly recorded in
my office - Office of the Cletk of the Crown
New Carliale 20th Februcry 1866
7.0. Gauvrean



SONG OF DANIEL SULLIVAN

My name is Daniel Sullivan
I am a slight built man,

I leave this as a warning
Never take a gun in hand.

I leave this as a warning,
To all young men so free
As when there is a passion,
I pray, remember me.

When I received my sentence

And hung T was to be,

I called for pen and paper

So T could sit and write.

I sat and wrote with tears all day,
'til my letter it was full,

Then I sent it to my brother

Who lives in Liverpool.

I had a loving mother,

Who was always kind to me

And when she hears this dreadful news
She will go out of her mind.

Also a loving sweetheart,

Forever we must part,

Death makes an alteration

And love is soon forgot.

When I was just a baby,

All on my mother‘s knee,

She dreamt she saw me hanging
All on some foreign tree.

She dreamt she saw me hanging,
All on a ladder high,

It was in some far off country
Where she could not see me die.

As I step up on the gallows,

I am a rising twenty-four,

1 am dying for that young man

Who suffered in his gore.

And as I am a dying man,

One last request I have,

That's to bury me in the churchyard
'longside of O'Brien’s grave.,
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